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References and bibliographies

What is referencing?

Referencing is a system that allows you to acknowledge the contributions and work of
others in your assignments by citing your sources. It helps you avoid plagiarism by
showing which ideas are yours and which are not.

What is Harvard referencing?
Harvard is a particular system of referencing. Other systems exist e.g. Chicago.

In the Harvard (author-date) system the list of references is arranged alphabetically by
author's surname, year (and letter, if necessary).

In-text citations
In-text citations are used to BRIEFLY indicate where you have directly quoted or
paraphrased a source.

Reference list
A reference list is an alphabetised list of COMPLETE in-text citations. The list is drawn
from everything that you have either paraphrased or quoted in your document.

It enables the reader to take an in-text citation and locate the source from your
reference list.

Harvard reference list example

Reference list

Childers, JW. (2012) “Social class in the Victorian novel’, in David, D. (ed.) The Cambridge
companion to the Victorian novel. 2nd edn. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp.
148-169.

Eliot, G. (2017) Silas Marner. Edited by Atkinson, J. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Levine, G. (2019) ‘The Dickensian George Eliot’, Dickens Studies Annual, 50(1), pp. 48—65.

Tolstoy, L. (2006) War and peace. Translated from the Russian by A Briggs. London: Penguin.

Source: https://www.scribbr.co.uk/referencing/harvard-style/
Where to put the reference list
The reference list should be placed at the end of your work and, when using the

Harvard referencing system, arranged in alphabetical order by the author's surname
(or title, when there is no author).

Bibliographies

What is a bibliography?



A bibliography is a list of a list of everything that you have cited in your work (complete
intext citations) PLUS the background reading (e.g. books, articles, websites) that you
have done but not actually cited in your work.

Harvard bibliography example

Reference list

Adamson, P. (2019) ‘American history at the foreign office: Exporting the silent epic
Western’, Film History, 31(2), pp. 32-59. doi:10.2979/filmhistory.31.2.02.

Coetzee, J. M. (2000) Disgrace. London: Vintage.

Danielson, D. (ed.) (1999) The Cambridge companion to Milton. 2nd edn. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Fitzgerald, F. S. (2008) The great Gatsby. Edited by Prigozy, R. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Greenblatt, S. (2010) ‘The traces of Shakespeare’s life’, in De Grazia, M. and Wells, S. (eds.)
The new Cambridge companion to Shakespeare. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, pp. 1-14.

Maceachen, D. B. (1950) ‘Wilkie Collins and British law’, Nineteenth-Century Fiction, 5(2),
pp. 121-139.

Mann, T. (2011) The magic mountain. Translated from the German by H. T. Lowe-Porter.
London: Vintage.

Pears, R. and Shields, G. (2019) Cite them right: The essential referencing guide. 11th ed.
London: MacMillan.

Saramago, J. (1997) Blindness. Translated from the Portuguese by G. Pontiero. London:
Vintage.

Saunders, G. (2017) Lincoln in the bardo. New York: Random House.

Source: https://www.scribbr.co.uk/referencing/harvard-bibliography/

Where to put the bibliography

The bibliography should be placed at the end of your work and, when using the Harvard
referencing system, arranged in alphabetical order by the author's surname (or title,
when there is no author).

Resources

Harvard referencing help

CIM explainer video
Scribbr guide
Mendeley guide

Open University guide

Automated referencing tools

Cite This For Me
https://www.citethisforme.com/


https://www.scribbr.co.uk/referencing/harvard-bibliography/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_k3nI3hWUdQ
https://www.scribbr.co.uk/referencing/harvard-style/
https://www.mendeley.com/guides/harvard-citation-guide/
https://www5.open.ac.uk/library/referencing-and-plagiarism/quick-guide-to-harvardreferencing-cite-them-right

Microsoft Word

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/create-a-bibliography-citations-and-
references17686589-4824-4940-9c69-342c289fa2a5



